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Counc i l  regu la t i on  (EC)  No  1348 /2000
o f  29  May 2000
on  the  se rv i ce  in  the  Member  S ta tes  o f  jud ic ia l  and  ex t ra jud ic ia l 
documents  i n  c i v i l  o r  commerc ia l  ma t te rs
THE COUNCIL OF  THE EUROPEAN UNION,
Hav ing  regard  to  the  Trea ty  es tab l i sh ing  the  European  Communi t y,  and 
in  pa r t i cu la r  A r t i c le  61 (c )  and  Ar t i c le  67 (1 )  the reo f ,
Hav ing  regard  to  the  proposa l  f rom the  Commiss ion (1 ) ,
Hav ing  regard  to  the  op in ion  o f  the  European  Par l iament (2 ) ,
Hav ing  regard  to  the  op in ion  o f  the  Economic  and  Soc ia l  Commi t tee (3 ) ,
Whereas :
(1 )  The  Un ion  has  se t  i t se l f  the  ob jec t i ve  o f  ma in ta in ing  and  deve lop ing 
the  Un ion  as  an  a rea  o f  f reedom,  secur i t y  and  jus t i ce ,  i n  wh ich  the  f ree 
movement  o f  pe rsons  is  assured .  To  es tab l i sh  such  an  a rea ,  the 
Communi t y  i s  to  adop t ,  among  o the rs ,  the  measures  re la t ing  to  jud ic ia l 
coopera t ion  in  c i v i l  ma t te rs  needed  fo r  the  p roper  func t ion ing  o f  the 
in te rna l  marke t .
(2 )  The  p roper  func t ion ing  o f  the  in te rna l  marke t  en ta i l s  the  need  to 
improve  and  exped i te  the  t ransmiss ion  o f  j ud ic ia l  and  ex t ra jud ic ia l 
documents  in  c i v i l  o r  commerc ia l  ma t te rs  fo r  se rv i ce  be tween  the 
Member  S ta tes .
(3 )  Th is  i s  a  sub jec t  now  fa l l i ng  wi th in  the  ambi t  o f  A r t i c le  65  o f  the 
Trea t y.
(4 )  In  accordance  w i th  the  p r inc ip les  o f  subs id ia r i t y  and  p ropor t i ona l i t y 
as  se t  ou t  in  A r t i c le  5  o f  the  Trea t y,  the  ob jec t i ves  o f  th i s  Regu la t ion 
canno t  be  su f f i c ien t l y  ach ieved  b y  the  Member  S ta tes  and  can 
the re fo re  be  be t te r  ach ieved  b y  the  Communi t y.  Th is  Regu la t ion  does 
no t  go  be yond  wha t  i s  necessary  to  ach ieve  those  ob jec t i ves .
(5 )  The  Counc i l ,  by  an  Ac t  da ted  26  Ma y 1997(4 ) ,  d rew up  a  Conven t ion 
on  the  se rv i ce  in  the  Member  S ta tes  o f  the  European  Un ion  o f  j ud ic ia l 
and  ex t ra jud ic ia l  documents  i n  c i v i l  o r  commerc ia l  ma t te rs  and 
recommended  i t  fo r  adop t ion  by  the  Member  S ta tes  in  accordance  wi th 
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the i r  respec t i ve  cons t i tu t i ona l  ru les .  Tha t  Conven t ion  has  no t  en te red 
in to  fo rce .  Con t inu i t y  in  the  resu l ts  o f  the  nego t ia t i ons  fo r  conc lus ion  o f 
the  Conven t ion  shou ld  be  ensured .  The  ma in  con ten t  o f  th i s  Regu la t ion 
is  subs tan t ia l l y  taken  over  f rom i t .
(6 )  E f f i c iency  and  speed  in  jud ic ia l  p rocedures  in  c i v i l  ma t te rs  means 
tha t  the  t ransmiss ion  o f  jud ic ia l  and  ex t ra jud ic ia l  documents  i s  to  be 
made  d i rec t  and  b y  rap id  means  be tween  loca l  bod ies  des igna ted  by 
the  Member  S ta tes .  Howeve r,  the  Member  S ta tes  ma y  ind ica te  the i r 
in ten t ion  o f  des igna t ing  on l y  one  t ransmi t t i ng  o r  rece iv ing  agenc y  o r 
one  agenc y  to  pe r fo rm  bo th  func t ions  fo r  a  pe r iod  o f  f i ve  yea rs .  Th is 
des igna t ion  may,  however,  be  renewed  ever y f i ve  years .
(7 )  Speed  in  t ransmiss ion  wa r ran ts  the  use  o f  a l l  appropr ia te  means , 
p rov ided  tha t  ce r ta in  cond i t ions  as  to  the  leg ib i l i t y  and  re l i ab i l i t y  o f  the 
document  rece ived  a re  observed .  Secur i t y  in  t ransmiss ion  requ i res  tha t 
the  document  to  be  t ransmi t ted  be  accompan ied  by  a  p re -p r in ted  fo rm, 
to  be  comple ted  in  the  language  o f  the  p lace  where  se rv i ce  i s  to  be 
e f fec ted ,  o r  i n  ano ther  language  accep ted  by  the  Member  S ta te  in 
ques t ion .
(8 )  To  secure  the  e f fec t i veness  o f  th i s  Regu la t ion ,  the  poss ib i l i t y  o f 
re fus ing  se rv i ce  o f  documents  i s  con f ined  to  excep t iona l  s i tua t ions .
(9 )  Speed  o f  t ransmiss ion  wa r ran ts  documents  be ing  se rved  w i th in 
da ys  o f  recep t ion  o f  the  document .  However,  i f  se rv i ce  has  no t  been 
e f fec ted  a f te r  one  month  has  e lapsed ,  the  rece i v ing  agency  shou ld 
in fo rm  the  t ransmi t t i ng  agency.  The  exp i r y  o f  th i s  pe r iod  shou ld  no t 
imp l y  tha t  the  reques t  be  re tu rned  to  the  t ransmi t t i ng  agenc y  where  i t 
i s  c lea r  tha t  se rv i ce  i s  feas ib le  w i th in  a  reasonab le  pe r iod .
(10 )  For  the  p ro tec t ion  o f  the  addressee 's  in te res ts ,  se rv i ce  shou ld  be 
e f fec ted  in  the  o f f i c ia l  l anguage  o r  one  o f  the  o f f i c ia l  l anguages  o f  the 
p lace  where  i t  i s  to  be  e f fec ted  or  i n  ano ther  l anguage  o f  the 
o r ig ina t ing  Member  S ta te  wh ich  the  addressee  unders tands .
(11 )  G iven  the  d i f fe rences  be tween  the  Member  S ta tes  as  regards  the i r 
ru les  o f  p rocedure ,  the  mate r ia l  da te  fo r  the  pu rposes  o f  se rv i ce  va r ies 
f rom  one  Member  S ta te  to  ano ther.  Hav ing  regard  to  such  s i tua t ions 
and  the  poss ib le  d i f f i cu l t ies  tha t  ma y  a r i se ,  th i s  Regu la t ion  shou ld 
p rov ide  fo r  a  s ys tem  where  i t  i s  the  law  o f  the  rece iv ing  Member  S ta te 
wh ich  de te rmines  the  da te  o f  se rv i ce .  Howeve r,  i f  the  re levan t 
documents  i n  the  con tex t  o f  p roceed ings  to  be  b rough t  o r  pend ing  in 
the  Member  S ta te  o f  o r ig in  a re  to  be  se rved  w i th in  a  spec i f i ed  pe r iod , 
the  da te  to  be  taken  in to  cons ide ra t ion  wi th  respec t  to  the  app l i can t 
sha l l  be  tha t  de te rmined  accord ing  to  the  law  o f  the  Member  S ta te  o f 
o r ig in .  A  Member  S ta te  i s ,  howeve r,  au thor i sed  to  de roga te  f rom  the 
a fo rement ioned  p rov is ions  fo r  a  t rans i t i ona l  pe r iod  o f  f i ve  yea rs ,  fo r 
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appropr ia te  reasons .  Such  a  de roga t ion  ma y  be  renewed  by  a  Member 
S ta te  a t  f i ve -year  i n te rva ls  due  to  reasons  re la ted  to  i t s  lega l  sys tem.
(12)  Th is  Regu la t ion  p reva i l s  over  the  prov is ions  con ta ined  in  b i l a te ra l 
o r  mu l t i l a te ra l  ag reements  or  a r rangements  hav ing  the  same  scope , 
conc luded  by  the  Member  S ta tes ,  and  in  pa r t i cu la r  the  Pro toco l 
annexed  to  the  Brusse ls  Conven t ion  o f  27  Sep tember  1968(5 )  and  the 
Hague  Conven t ion  o f  15  November  1965  in  re la t i ons  be tween  the 
Member  S ta tes  pa r t y  the re to .  Th is  Regu la t ion  does  no t  p rec lude 
Member  S ta tes  f rom  ma in ta in ing  o r  conc lud ing  agreements  o r 
a r rangements  to  exped i te  o r  s imp l i f y  the  t ransmiss ion  o f  documents , 
p rov ided  tha t  they  a re  compat ib le  wi th  the  Regu la t ion .
(13 )  The  in fo rmat ion  t ransmi t ted  pursuan t  to  th i s  Regu la t ion  shou ld 
en joy  su i tab le  p ro tec t ion .  Th is  mat te r  fa l l s  wi th in  the  scope  o f  D i rec t i ve 
95 /46 /EC  o f  the  European  Par l i ament  and  o f  the  Counc i l  o f  24  Oc tober 
1995  on  the  p ro tec t ion  o f  ind iv idua ls  wi th  regard  to  the  p rocess ing  o f 
pe rsona l  da ta  and  on  the  f ree  movement  o f  such  da ta (6 ) ,  and  o f 
D i rec t i ve  97 /66 /EC  o f  the  European  Par l i ament  and  o f  the  Counc i l  o f  15 
December  1997  concern ing  the  p rocess ing  o f  pe rsona l  da ta  and  the 
p ro tec t ion  o f  p r i vacy  in  the  te lecommunica t ions  sec to r (7 ) .
(14 )  The  measures  necessar y  fo r  the  imp lementa t ion  o f  th i s  Regu la t ion 
shou ld  be  adop ted  in  accordance  w i th  Counc i l  Dec is ion  1999 /468 /EC  o f 
28  June  1999  laying  down  the  p rocedures  fo r  the  exerc i se  o f 
imp lement ing  powers  con fe r red  on  the  Commiss ion (8 ) .
(15 )  These  measures  a l so  inc lude  d rawing  up  and  upda t ing  the  manua l 
us ing  appropr ia te  modern  means .
(16 )  No  la te r  than  th ree  years  a f te r  the  da te  o f  en t r y  i n to  fo rce  o f  th i s 
Regu la t ion ,  the  Commiss ion  shou ld  rev iew  i t s  app l i ca t ion  and  p ropose 
such  amendments  as  may appear  necessar y.
(17 )  The  Un i ted  K ingdom  and  I re land ,  i n  accordance  wi th  Ar t i c le  3  o f 
the  Pro toco l  on  the  pos i t ion  o f  the  Un i ted  K ingdom and  I re land  annexed 
to  the  Trea ty  on  European  Un ion  and  the  Trea ty  es tab l i sh ing  the 
European  Commun i t y,  have  g i ven  no t i ce  o f  the i r  w ish  to  take  par t  in  the 
adop t ion  and  app l i ca t ion  o f  th i s  Regu la t ion .
(18 )  Denmark ,  i n  accordance  wi th  Ar t i c les  1  and  2  o f  the  Pro toco l  on 
the  pos i t i on  o f  Denmark  annexed  to  the  Trea t y  on  European  Un ion  and 
the  Trea t y  es tab l i sh ing  the  European  Commun i t y,  i s  no t  pa r t i c ipa t ing  in 
the  adop t ion  o f  th i s  Regu la t ion ,  and  i s  the re fo re  no t  bound  b y  i t  no r 
sub jec t  to  i t s  app l i ca t ion ,
HAS ADOPTED THIS  REGULATION:
CHAPTER I
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GENERAL PROVISIONS
Ar t i c le  1
Scope
1 .  Th is  Regu la t ion  sha l l  app l y  in  c i v i l  and  commerc ia l  ma t te rs  where  a 
jud ic ia l  o r  ex t ra jud ic ia l  document  has  to  be  t ransmi t ted  f rom  one 
Member  S ta te  to  ano ther  fo r  se rv i ce  the re .
2 .  Th is  Regu la t ion  sha l l  no t  app l y  where  the  address  o f  the  pe rson  to 
be  se rved  w i th  the  document  i s  no t  known.
Ar t i c le  2
Transmi t t i ng  and  rece iv ing  agenc ies
1 .  Each  Member  S ta te  sha l l  des igna te  the  pub l i c  o f f i ce rs ,  au thor i t i es  or 
o the r  pe rsons ,  he re ina f te r  re fe r red  to  as  " t ransmi t t i ng  agenc ies" , 
competen t  fo r  the  t ransmiss ion  o f  jud ic ia l  o r  ex t ra jud ic ia l  documents  to 
be  se rved  in  ano ther  Member  S ta te .
2 .  Each  Member  S ta te  sha l l  des igna te  the  pub l i c  o f f i ce rs ,  au thor i t i es  or 
o the r  pe rsons ,  he re ina f te r  re fe r red  to  as  " rece i v ing  agenc ies" , 
competen t  fo r  the  rece ip t  o f  j ud i c ia l  o r  ex t ra jud ic ia l  documents  f rom 
ano ther  Member  S ta te .
3 .  A  Member  S ta te  ma y  des igna te  one  t ransmi t t i ng  agency  and  one 
rece iv ing  agency  o r  one  agenc y  to  pe r fo rm  bo th  func t ions .  A  federa l 
S ta te ,  a  S ta te  i n  wh ich  severa l  l ega l  s ys tems  app l y  o r  a  S ta te  wi th 
au tonomous  te r r i to r ia l  un i t s  sha l l  be  f ree  to  des igna te  more  than  one 
such  agenc y.  The  des igna t ion  sha l l  have  e f fec t  fo r  a  pe r iod  o f  f i ve 
years  and  may be  renewed  a t  f i ve -year  in te r va ls .
4 .  Each  Member  S ta te  sha l l  p rov ide  the  Commiss ion  w i th  the  fo l l owing 
in fo rmat ion :
(a )  the  names  and  addresses  o f  the  rece iv ing  agenc ies  re fe r red  to  in 
pa ragraphs  2  and  3 ;
(b )  the  geograph ica l  a reas  in  wh ich  the y have  ju r i sd i c t i on ;
(c )  the  means  o f  rece ip t  o f  documents  ava i lab le  to  them;  and
(d )  the  languages  tha t  may  be  used  fo r  the  comp le t ion  o f  the  s tandard 
fo rm in  the  Annex .
Member  S ta tes  sha l l  no t i f y  the  Commiss ion  o f  an y  subsequen t 
mod i f i ca t ion  o f  such  in fo rmat ion .
Ar t i c le  3
Cen t ra l  bod y
Each  Member  S ta te  sha l l  des igna te  a  cen t ra l  body respons ib le  fo r :
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(a )  supp l y ing  in fo rmat ion  to  the  t ransmi t t i ng  agenc ies ;
(b )  seek ing  so lu t i ons  to  any  d i f f i cu l t ies  wh ich  may  a r i se  du r ing 
t ransmiss ion  o f  documents  fo r  se rv i ce ;
(c )  fo rward ing ,  i n  excep t iona l  cases ,  a t  the  reques t  o f  a  t ransmi t t i ng 
agency,  a  reques t  fo r  se rv i ce  to  the  competen t  rece iv ing  agenc y.
A federa l  S ta te ,  a  S ta te  in  wh ich  severa l  l ega l  sys tems  app l y  o r  a  S ta te 
wi th  au tonomous  te r r i to r ia l  un i t s  sha l l  be  f ree  to  des igna te  more  than 
one  cen t ra l  bod y.
CHAPTER I I
JUDICIAL DOCUMENTS
Sec t ion  1
Transmiss ion  and  se rv i ce  o f  jud ic ia l  documents
Ar t i c le  4
Transmiss ion  o f  documents
1 .  Jud ic ia l  documents  sha l l  be  t ransmi t ted  d i rec t l y  and  as  soon  as 
poss ib le  be tween  the  agenc ies  des igna ted  on  the  bas is  o f  A r t i c le  2 .
2 .  The  t ransmiss ion  o f  documents ,  reques ts ,  con f i rma t ions ,  rece ip ts , 
ce r t i f i ca tes  and  any  o the r  papers  be tween  t ransmi t t i ng  agenc ies  and 
rece iv ing  agenc ies  may  be  ca r r ied  ou t  by  any  appropr ia te  means , 
p rov ided  tha t  the  con ten t  o f  the  document  rece i ved  i s  t rue  and  fa i th fu l 
to  tha t  o f  the  document  fo rwarded  and  tha t  a l l  i n fo rmat ion  in  i t  i s  eas i l y 
leg ib le .
3 .  The  document  to  be  t ransmi t ted  sha l l  be  accompan ied  by  a  reques t 
d rawn  up  us ing  the  s tandard  fo rm  in  the  Annex .  The  fo rm  sha l l  be 
comp le ted  in  the  o f f i c ia l  l anguage  o f  the  Member  S ta te  addressed  o r,  i f 
the re  are  severa l  o f f i c ia l  l anguages  in  tha t  Member  S ta te ,  the  o f f i c ia l 
language  o r  one  o f  the  o f f i c ia l  languages  o f  the  p lace  where  se rv i ce  i s 
to  be  e f fec ted ,  o r  in  ano ther  language  wh ich  tha t  Member  S ta te  has 
ind ica ted  i t  can  accep t .  Each  Member  S ta te  sha l l  i nd i ca te  the  o f f i c ia l 
language  or  l anguages  o f  the  European  Un ion  o the r  than  i t s  own  wh ich 
is  o r  a re  accep tab le  to  i t  fo r  comp le t ion  o f  the  fo rm.
4 .  The  documents  and  a l l  papers  tha t  a re  t ransmi t ted  sha l l  be 
exempted  f rom lega l i sa t ion  o r  an y equ i va len t  fo rmal i t y.
5 .  When  the  t ransmi t t i ng  agency  wi shes  a  cop y  o f  the  document  to  be 
re tu rned  toge ther  wi th  the  ce r t i f i ca te  re fe r red  to  in  Ar t i c le  10 ,  i t  sha l l 
send  the  document  in  dup l i ca te .
Ar t i c le  5
Trans la t ion  o f  documents
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1 .  The  app l i can t  sha l l  be  adv ised  by  the  t ransmi t t i ng  agenc y  to  wh ich 
he  or  she  fo rwards  the  document  fo r  t ransmiss ion  tha t  the  addressee 
may  re fuse  to  accep t  i t  i f  i t  i s  no t  in  one  o f  the  languages  p rov ided  fo r 
in  A r t i c le  8 .
2 .  The  app l i can t  sha l l  bear  any  cos ts  o f  t rans la t ion  p r io r  to  the 
t ransmiss ion  o f  the  document ,  w i thou t  p re jud ice  to  an y  poss ib le 
subsequen t  dec is ion  b y  the  cour t  o r  competen t  au thor i t y  on  l iab i l i t y  fo r 
such  cos ts .
Ar t i c le  6
Rece ip t  o f  documents  by  rece i v ing  agency
1 .  On  rece ip t  o f  a  document ,  a  rece iv ing  agenc y  sha l l ,  as  soon  as 
poss ib le  and  in  any  even t  w i th in  seven  da ys  o f  rece ip t ,  send  a  rece ip t 
to  the  t ransmi t t i ng  agenc y  b y  the  swi f tes t  poss ib le  means  o f 
t ransmiss ion  us ing  the  s tandard  fo rm in  the  Annex.
2 .  W here  the  reques t  fo r  se rv i ce  canno t  be  fu l f i l l ed  on  the  bas is  o f  the 
in fo rmat ion  o r  documents  t ransmi t ted ,  the  rece i v ing  agency  sha l l 
con tac t  the  t ransmi t t i ng  agency  by  the  swi f tes t  poss ib le  means  in  o rder 
to  secure  the  m iss ing  in fo rmat ion  o r  documents .
3 .  I f  the  reques t  fo r  se rv i ce  i s  man i fes t l y  ou ts ide  the  scope  o f  th i s 
Regu la t ion  o r  i f  non-comp l iance  w i th  the  fo rmal  cond i t ions  requ i red 
makes  se rv i ce  imposs ib le ,  the  reques t  and  the  documents  t ransmi t ted 
sha l l  be  re tu rned ,  on  rece ip t ,  to  the  t ransmi t t i ng  agency,  toge ther  w i th 
the  no t i ce  o f  re tu rn  in  the  s tandard  fo rm in  the  Annex.
4 .  A  rece iv ing  agenc y  rece iv ing  a  document  fo r  se rv i ce  bu t  no t  hav ing 
te r r i to r ia l  j u r i sd i c t ion  to  se rve  i t  sha l l  fo rward  i t ,  as  we l l  as  the  reques t , 
to  the  rece iv ing  agenc y  hav ing  te r r i to r ia l  ju r i sd i c t i on  in  the  same 
Member  S ta te  i f  the  reques t  comp l ies  wi th  the  cond i t i ons  la id  down  in 
Ar t i c le  4 (3 )  and  sha l l  i n fo rm  the  t ransmi t t i ng  agenc y  accord ing l y,  us ing 
the  s tandard  fo rm  in  the  Annex.  Tha t  rece iv ing  agenc y  sha l l  in fo rm  the 
t ransmi t t i ng  agenc y  when  i t  rece ives  the  document ,  in  the  manner 
p rov ided  fo r  in  pa ragraph  1 .
Ar t i c le  7
Serv i ce  o f  documents
1 .  The  rece i v ing  agenc y  sha l l  i t se l f  se rve  the  document  o r  have  i t 
se rved ,  e i the r  i n  accordance  wi th  the  law  o f  the  Member  S ta te 
addressed  o r  by a  pa r t i cu la r  fo rm reques ted  by  the  t ransmi t t i ng  agenc y, 
un less  such  a  method  is  i ncompat ib le  wi th  the  law  o f  tha t  Member 
S ta te .
2 .  A l l  s teps  requ i red  fo r  se rv i ce  o f  the  document  sha l l  be  e f fec ted  as 
soon  as  poss ib le .  In  an y  even t ,  i f  i t  has  no t  been  poss ib le  to  e f fec t 
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serv i ce  wi th in  one  month  o f  rece ip t ,  the  rece i v ing  agenc y  sha l l  in fo rm 
the  t ransmi t t i ng  agency by  means  o f  the  ce r t i f i ca te  i n  the  s tandard  fo rm 
in  the  Annex,  wh ich  sha l l  be  d rawn  up  under  the  cond i t ions  re fe r red  to 
in  Ar t i c le  10 (2 ) .  The  per iod  sha l l  be  ca lcu la ted  in  accordance  wi th  the 
law o f  the  Member  S ta te  addressed .
Ar t i c le  8
Refusa l  to  accep t  a  document
1 .  The  rece i v ing  agency  sha l l  i n fo rm  the  addressee  tha t  he  or  she  ma y 
re fuse  to  accep t  the  document  to  be  se rved  i f  i t  i s  in  a  l anguage  o the r 
than  e i the r  o f  the  fo l l owing  languages :
(a )  the  o f f i c ia l  language  o f  the  Member  S ta te  addressed  o r,  i f  the re  a re 
severa l  o f f i c ia l  l anguages  in  tha t  Member  S ta te ,  the  o f f i c ia l  l anguage 
o r  one  o f  the  o f f i c ia l  languages  o f  the  p lace  where  se rv i ce  is  to  be 
e f fec ted ;  o r
(b )  a  language  o f  the  Member  S ta te  o f  t ransmiss ion  wh ich  the 
addressee  unders tands .
2 .  W here  the  rece i v ing  agency  i s  i n fo rmed  tha t  the  addressee  re fuses 
to  accep t  the  document  in  accordance  w i th  pa ragraph  1 ,  i t  sha l l 
immed ia te l y  in fo rm  the  t ransmi t t i ng  agenc y  by  means  o f  the  ce r t i f i ca te 
p rov ided  fo r  in  A r t i c le  10  and  re tu rn  the  reques t  and  the  documents  o f 
wh ich  a  t rans la t i on  i s  reques ted .
Ar t i c le  9
Date  o f  se rv i ce
1 .  W i thou t  p re jud ice  to  Ar t i c le  8 ,  the  da te  o f  se rv i ce  o f  a  document 
pu rsuan t  to  Ar t i c le  7  sha l l  be  the  da te  on  wh ich  i t  i s  se rved  in 
accordance  wi th  the  law o f  the  Member  S ta te  addressed .
2 .  However,  where  a  document  sha l l  be  se rved  w i th in  a  pa r t i cu la r 
pe r iod  in  the  con tex t  o f  p roceed ings  to  be  b rough t  o r  pend ing  in  the 
Member  S ta te  o f  o r ig in ,  the  da te  to  be  taken  in to  accoun t  wi th  respec t 
to  the  app l i can t  sha l l  be  tha t  f i xed  b y the  law o f  tha t  Member  S ta te .
3 .  A Member  S ta te  sha l l  be  au thor i sed  to  de roga te  f rom  the  p rov is ions 
o f  pa ragraphs  1  and  2  fo r  a  t rans i t iona l  pe r iod  o f  f i ve  years ,  fo r 
appropr ia te  reasons .
Th is  t rans i t i ona l  pe r iod  ma y  be  renewed  b y  a  Member  S ta te  a t  f i ve -
year l y  in te r va ls  due  to  reasons  re la ted  to  i t s  lega l  s ys tem.  Tha t 
Member  S ta te  sha l l  i n fo rm  the  Commiss ion  o f  the  con ten t  o f  such  a 
de roga t ion  and  the  c i r cumstances  o f  the  case .
Ar t i c le  10
Cer t i f i ca te  o f  se rv i ce  and  cop y o f  the  document  se rved
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1 .  When  the  fo rmal i t i es  concern ing  the  se rv i ce  o f  the  document  have 
been  comple ted ,  a  ce r t i f i ca te  o f  comp le t ion  o f  those  fo rma l i t i es  sha l l 
be  d rawn  up  in  the  s tandard  fo rm  in  the  Annex  and  addressed  to  the 
t ransmi t t i ng  agenc y,  toge ther  wi th ,  where  Ar t i c le  4 (5 )  app l ies ,  a  copy o f 
the  document  se rved .
2 .  The  ce r t i f i ca te  sha l l  be  comp le ted  in  the  o f f i c ia l  language  or  one  o f 
the  o f f i c ia l  l anguages  o f  the  Member  S ta te  o f  o r ig in  o r  in  ano ther 
language  wh ich  the  Member  S ta te  o f  o r ig in  has  ind ica ted  tha t  i t  can 
accep t .  Each  Member  S ta te  sha l l  ind i ca te  the  o f f i c ia l  language  o r 
languages  o f  the  European  Un ion  o the r  than  i t s  own  wh ich  i s  o r  a re 
accep tab le  to  i t  fo r  comp le t ion  o f  the  fo rm.
Ar t i c le  11
Cos ts  o f  se rv i ce
1 .  The  se rv i ce  o f  j ud ic ia l  documents  coming  f rom  a  Member  S ta te  sha l l 
no t  g i ve  r i se  to  an y  payment  o r  re imbursement  o f  taxes  or  cos ts  fo r 
se rv i ces  rendered  by  the  Member  S ta te  addressed .
2 .  The  app l i can t  sha l l  pay  o r  re imburse  the  cos ts  occas ioned  by:
(a )  the  employment  o f  a  jud ic ia l  o f f i ce r  o r  o f  a  pe rson  competen t  under 
the  law o f  the  Member  S ta te  addressed ;
(b )  the  use  o f  a  pa r t i cu la r  method  o f  se rv i ce .
Sec t ion  2
Other  means  o f  t ransmiss ion  and  se rv i ce  o f  jud ic ia l  documents
Ar t i c le  12
Transmiss ion  b y consu la r  o r  d ip lomat i c  channe ls
Each  Member  S ta te  sha l l  be  f ree ,  i n  excep t iona l  c i r cumstances ,  to  use 
consu la r  o r  d ip lomat i c  channe ls  to  fo rward  jud ic ia l  documents ,  fo r  the 
pu rpose  o f  se rv i ce ,  to  those  agenc ies  o f  ano ther  Member  S ta te  wh ich 
a re  des igna ted  pursuan t  to  Ar t i c le  2  o r  3 .
Ar t i c le  13
Serv i ce  b y d ip lomat i c  o r  consu la r  agen ts
1 .  Each  Member  S ta te  sha l l  be  f ree  to  e f fec t  se rv i ce  o f  jud ic ia l 
documents  on  persons  res id ing  in  ano ther  Member  S ta te ,  wi thou t 
app l i ca t ion  o f  any  compu ls ion ,  d i rec t l y  th rough  i t s  d ip lomat i c  o r 
consu la r  agen ts .
2 .  Any  Member  S ta te  may  make  i t  known,  in  accordance  w i th  Ar t i c le 
23 (1 ) ,  tha t  i t  i s  opposed  to  such  se rv i ce  w i th in  i t s  te r r i to r y,  un less  the 
documents  a re  to  be  se rved  on  na t iona ls  o f  the  Member  S ta te  i n  wh ich 
the  documents  o r ig ina te .
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Ar t i c le  14
Serv i ce  b y pos t
1 .  Each  Member  S ta te  sha l l  be  f ree  to  e f fec t  se rv i ce  o f  jud ic ia l 
documents  d i rec t l y  by  pos t  to  pe rsons  res id ing  in  ano ther  Member 
S ta te .
2 .  Any  Member  S ta te  may  spec i f y,  i n  accordance  wi th  Ar t i c le  23 (1 ) ,  the 
cond i t ions  under  wh ich  i t  w i l l  accep t  se rv i ce  o f  j ud ic ia l  documents  by 
pos t .
A r t i c le  15
Di rec t  se rv i ce
1 .  Th is  Regu la t ion  sha l l  no t  in te r fe re  w i th  the  f reedom  o f  any  person 
in te res ted  in  a  jud ic ia l  p roceed ing  to  e f fec t  se rv i ce  o f  j ud ic ia l 
documents  d i rec t l y  th rough  the  jud ic ia l  o f f i ce rs ,  o f f i c ia l s  o r  o the r 
competen t  pe rsons  o f  the  Member  S ta te  addressed .
2 .  Any  Member  S ta te  may  make  i t  known,  in  accordance  w i th  Ar t i c le 
23 (1 ) ,  tha t  i t  i s  opposed  to  the  se rv i ce  o f  j ud ic ia l  documents  i n  i t s 
te r r i to r y  pu rsuan t  to  pa ragraph  1 .
CHAPTER I I I
EXTRAJUDICIAL DOCUMENTS
Ar t i c le  16
Transmiss ion
Ex t ra jud ic ia l  documents  ma y  be  t ransmi t ted  fo r  se rv i ce  in  ano ther 
Member  S ta te  in  accordance  w i th  the  p rov is ions  o f  th i s  Regu la t ion .
CHAPTER IV
FINAL PROVISIONS
Ar t i c le  17
Imp lement ing  ru les
The  measures  necessar y  fo r  the  imp lementa t ion  o f  th i s  Regu la t ion 
re la t i ng  to  the  mat te rs  re fe r red  to  be low  sha l l  be  adop ted  in 
accordance  wi th  the  adv iso r y p rocedure  re fe r red  to  in  Ar t i c le  18 (2 ) :
(a )  d rawing  up  and  annua l l y  upda t ing  a  manua l  con ta in ing  the 
in fo rmat ion  p rov ided  by Member  S ta tes  in  accordance  w i th  Ar t i c le  2 (4 ) ;
(b )  d rawing  up  a  g lossar y  in  the  o f f i c ia l  languages  o f  the  European 
Un ion  o f  documents  wh ich  ma y be  se rved  under  th i s  Regu la t ion ;
(c )  upda t ing  o r  mak ing  techn ica l  amendments  to  the  s tandard  fo rm  se t 
ou t  in  the  Annex.
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Ar t i c le  18
Commi t tee
1 .  The  Commiss ion  sha l l  be  ass is ted  b y a  commi t tee .
2 .  Where  re fe rence  i s  made  to  th i s  pa ragraph ,  A r t i c les  3  and  7  o f 
Dec is ion  1999 /468 /EC sha l l  app l y.
3 .  The  Commi t tee  sha l l  adop t  i t s  ru les  o f  p rocedure .
Ar t i c le  19
Defendan t  no t  en te r ing  an  appearance
1 .  Where  a  wr i t  o f  summons  o r  an  equ iva len t  document  has  had  to  be 
t ransmi t ted  to  ano ther  Member  S ta te  fo r  the  pu rpose  o f  se rv i ce ,  under 
the  p rov is ions  o f  th i s  Regu la t ion ,  and  the  de fendan t  has  no t  appeared , 
judgment  sha l l  no t  be  g i ven  un t i l  i t  i s  es tab l i shed  tha t :
(a )  the  document  was  se rved  b y  a  method  presc r ibed  by  the  in te rna l 
law  o f  the  Member  S ta te  addressed  fo r  the  se rv i ce  o f  documents  in 
domes t i c  ac t ions  upon  persons  who  a re  wi th in  i t s  te r r i to r y ;  o r
(b )  the  document  was  ac tua l l y  de l i ve red  to  the  de fendan t  o r  to  h i s 
res idence  by ano ther  method  prov ided  fo r  by  th i s  Regu la t ion ;
and  tha t  in  e i the r  o f  these  cases  the  se rv i ce  or  the  de l i ve r y  was 
e f fec ted  in  su f f i c ien t  t ime  to  enab le  the  de fendan t  to  de fend .
2 .  Each  Member  S ta te  sha l l  be  f ree  to  make  i t  known ,  i n  accordance 
wi th  Ar t i c le  23 (1 ) ,  tha t  the  judge ,  no twi ths tand ing  the  p rov is ions  o f 
pa ragraph  1 ,  may  g i ve  judgment  even  i f  no  ce r t i f i ca te  o f  se rv i ce  or 
de l i ve r y has  been  rece i ved ,  i f  a l l  the  fo l lowing  cond i t i ons  a re  fu l f i l l ed :
(a )  the  document  was  t ransmi t ted  by  one  o f  the  methods  p rov ided  fo r  i n 
th i s  Regu la t ion ;
(b )  a  pe r iod  o f  t ime  o f  no t  less  than  s i x  mon ths ,  cons ide red  adequa te 
by  the  judge  in  the  pa r t i cu la r  case ,  has  e lapsed  s ince  the  da te  o f  the 
t ransmiss ion  o f  the  document ;
(c )  no  ce r t i f i ca te  o f  any  k ind  has  been  rece ived ,  even  though  ever y 
reasonab le  e f fo r t  has  been  made  to  ob ta in  i t  th rough  the  competen t 
au thor i t i es  o r  bod ies  o f  the  Member  S ta te  addressed .
3 .  No twi ths tand ing  paragraphs  1  and  2 ,  the  judge  ma y  o rder,  in  case  o f 
u rgency,  an y p rov is iona l  o r  p ro tec t i ve  measures .
4 .  W hen  a  wr i t  o f  summons  o r  an  equ iva len t  document  has  had  to  be 
t ransmi t ted  to  ano ther  Member  S ta te  fo r  the  pu rpose  o f  se rv i ce ,  under 
the  p rov is ions  o f  th i s  Regu la t ion ,  and  a  judgment  has  been  en te red 
aga ins t  a  de fendan t  who  has  no t  appeared ,  the  judge  sha l l  have  the 
power  to  re l ieve  the  de fendan t  f rom  the  e f fec ts  o f  the  exp i ra t ion  o f  the 
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t ime  fo r  appea l  f rom  the  judgment  i f  the  fo l lowing  cond i t i ons  a re 
fu l f i l l ed :
(a )  the  de fendan t ,  w i thou t  any  fau l t  on  h i s  pa r t ,  d id  no t  have  knowledge 
o f  the  document  in  su f f i c ien t  t ime  to  de fend ,  o r  knowledge  o f  the 
judgment  in  su f f i c ien t  t ime  to  appea l ;  and
(b )  the  de fendan t  has  d i sc losed  a  p r ima  fac ie  de fence  to  the  ac t ion  on 
the  mer i t s .
An  app l i ca t ion  fo r  re l i e f  may  be  f i led  on l y  wi th in  a  reasonab le  t ime 
a f te r  the  de fendan t  has  knowledge  o f  the  judgment .
Each  Member  S ta te  ma y  make  i t  known ,  in  accordance  w i th  Ar t i c le 
23 (1 ) ,  tha t  such  app l i ca t ion  w i l l  no t  be  en te r ta ined  i f  i t  i s  f i l ed  a f te r  the 
exp i ra t ion  o f  a  t ime  to  be  s ta ted  by  i t  i n  tha t  communica t ion ,  bu t  wh ich 
sha l l  i n  no  case  be  less  than  one  year  fo l l owing  the  da te  o f  the 
judgment .
5 .  Paragraph  4  sha l l  no t  app l y  to  j udgments  concern ing  s ta tus  o r 
capac i t y  o f  pe rsons .
Ar t i c le  20
Re la t ionsh ip  w i th  ag reements  o r  a r rangements  to  wh ich  Member  S ta tes 
a re  Par t i es
1 .  Th is  Regu la t ion  sha l l ,  in  re la t ion  to  mat te rs  to  wh ich  i t  app l i es , 
p reva i l  ove r  o the r  p rov is ions  con ta ined  in  b i l a te ra l  o r  mu l t i la te ra l 
ag reements  o r  a r rangements  conc luded  b y  the  Member  S ta tes ,  and  in 
pa r t i cu la r  A r t i c le  IV  o f  the  Pro toco l  to  the  Brusse ls  Conven t ion  o f  1968 
and  the  Hague  Conven t ion  o f  15  November  1965 .
2 .  Th is  Regu la t ion  sha l l  no t  p rec lude  ind i v idua l  Member  S ta tes  f rom 
main ta in ing  o r  conc lud ing  agreements  o r  a r rangements  to  exped i te 
fu r the r  o r  s imp l i f y  the  t ransmiss ion  o f  documents ,  p rov ided  tha t  the y 
a re  compat ib le  w i th  th i s  Regu la t ion .
3 .  Member  S ta tes  sha l l  send  to  the  Commiss ion :
(a )  a  cop y  o f  the  ag reements  or  a r rangements  re fe r red  to  in  pa ragraph 
2  conc luded  be tween  the  Member  S ta tes  as  we l l  as  d ra f ts  o f  such 
agreements  o r  a r rangements  wh ich  they  in tend  to  adop t ;
and
(b )  an y  denunc ia t i on  o f ,  o r  amendments  to ,  these  agreements  or 
a r rangements .
Ar t i c le  21
Lega l  a id
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Th is  Regu la t ion  sha l l  no t  a f fec t  the  app l i ca t ion  o f  A r t i c le  23  o f  the 
Conven t ion  on  C iv i l  P rocedure  o f  17  Ju l y  1905 ,  A r t i c le  24  o f  the 
Conven t ion  on  C iv i l  P rocedure  o f  1  March  1954  o r  A r t i c le  13  o f  the 
Conven t ion  on  In te rna t iona l  Access  to  Jus t i ce  o f  25  Oc tober  1980 
be tween  the  Member  S ta tes  Par t i es  to  these  Conven t ions .
Ar t i c le  22
Pro tec t ion  o f  in fo rmat ion  t ransmi t ted
1 .  In fo rmat ion ,  i nc lud ing  in  pa r t i cu la r  pe rsona l  da ta ,  t ransmi t ted  under 
th i s  Regu la t ion  sha l l  be  used  by  the  rece iv ing  agency  on l y  fo r  the 
pu rpose  fo r  wh ich  i t  was  t ransmi t ted .
2 .  Rece iv ing  agenc ies  sha l l  ensure  the  con f iden t ia l i t y  o f  such 
in fo rmat ion ,  i n  accordance  wi th  the i r  na t iona l  l aw.
3 .  Paragraphs  1  and  2  sha l l  no t  a f fec t  na t iona l  laws  enab l ing  da ta 
sub jec ts  to  be  in fo rmed  o f  the  use  made  o f  in fo rmat ion  t ransmi t ted 
under  th i s  Regu la t ion .
4 .  Th is  Regu la t ion  sha l l  be  wi thou t  p re jud ice  to  D i rec t i ves  95 /46 /EC 
and  97 /66 /EC.
Ar t i c le  23
Communica t ion  and  pub l i ca t ion
1 .  Member  S ta tes  sha l l  communica te  to  the  Commiss ion  the  in fo rmat ion 
re fe r red  to  in  Ar t i c les  2 ,  3 ,  4 ,  9 ,  10 ,  13 ,  14 ,  15 ,  17 (a )  and  19 .
2 .  The  Commiss ion  sha l l  pub l i sh  in  the  Of f i c ia l  Journa l  o f  the  European 
Communi t i es  the  in fo rmat ion  re fe r red  to  in  pa ragraph  1 .
Ar t i c le  24
Rev iew
No  la te r  than  1  June  2004 ,  and  ever y  f i ve  years  the rea f te r,  the 
Commiss ion  sha l l  p resen t  to  the  European  Par l iament ,  the  Counc i l  and 
the  Economic  and  Soc ia l  Commi t tee  a  repor t  on  the  app l i ca t ion  o f  th i s 
Regu la t ion ,  pa ying  spec ia l  a t ten t ion  to  the  e f fec t i veness  o f  the  bod ies 
des igna ted  pursuan t  to  Ar t i c le  2  and  to  the  prac t i ca l  app l i ca t ion  o f 
po in t  ( c )  o f  A r t i c le  3  and  Ar t i c le  9 .  The  repor t  sha l l  be  accompan ied  i f 
need  be  by  p roposa ls  fo r  adap ta t ions  o f  th i s  Regu la t ion  in  l i ne  wi th  the 
evo lu t ion  o f  no t i f i ca t i on  s ys tems.
Ar t i c le  25
Ent r y  i n to  fo rce
Th is  Regu la t ion  sha l l  en te r  i n to  fo rce  on  31  May 2001 .

12
S t u d i o  l e g a l e  Te d i o l i    –  v i a  F r a t t i n i , 7  -  4 6 1 0 0  -  M a n t o v a  –  m a i l @ t e d i o l i . c o m

mailto:mail@tedioli.com
http://www.tedioli.com/studio.htm
http://www.tedioli.com/the_firm.htm


Th is  Regu la t ion  sha l l  be  b ind ing  in  i t s  en t i re t y  and  d i rec t l y  app l i cab le 
in  the  Member  S ta tes  in  accordance  w i th  the  Trea ty  es tab l i sh ing  the 
European  Communi t y.
Done  a t  B russe ls ,  29  May 2000 .
For  the  Counc i l
The  Pres iden t
A .  Cos ta
(1 )  OJ  C 247  E ,  31 .8 .1999 ,  p .  11 .
(2 )  Op in ion  o f  17  November  1999  (no t  ye t  pub l i shed  in  the  Of f i c ia l 
Journa l ) .
(3 )  OJ  C 368 ,  20 .12 .1999 ,  p .  47 .
(4 )  OJ  C  261 ,  27 .8 .1997 ,  p .  1 .  On  the  same  day  as  the  Conven t ion  was 
d rawn  up  the  Counc i l  took  no te  o f  the  exp lana to ry  repor t  on  the 
Conven t ion  wh ich  i s  se t  ou t  on  page  26  o f  the  a fo rement ioned  Off i c ia l 
Journa l .
(5 )  B russe ls  Conven t ion  o f  27  Sep tember  1968  on  Ju r i sd i c t ion  and  the 
En fo rcement  o f  Judgments  i n  C iv i l  and  Commerc ia l  Ma t te rs  (OJ  L  299 , 
13 .12 .1972 ,  p .  32 ;  conso l ida ted  ve rs ion ,  OJ  C  27 ,  26 .1 .1998 ,  p .  1 ) .
(6 )  OJ  L 281 ,  23 .11 .1995 ,  p .  31 .
(7 )  OJ  L 24 ,  30 .1 .1998 ,  p .  1 .
(8 )  OJ  L 184 ,  17 .7 .1999 ,  p .  23 .
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